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" Modera tion 4 » Virewe: - 
5 R, 1 Ho 
OCCASIONAL CON FORMIST 
3 5 15 Juſtifyd from the 


 Imputation of Flypocr iſy; ; 


Wherein is ſhewn, 


The Antiquity, Catholick Principles, and Advan- 
tage of Occaſional Conformity to the Church of 
 F£zxgland; and that Diſſenters, from the Religion 
7 28 of the State, have been imploy'd in moſt Govern- 
ments; under the ſeveral Heads following. 


I. That Occafs onal Conformity is no nem thing, but is warranted' 
in fome Caſes by the mo 7 ſacred and 1 Precedents. 
II. That the Principles of the Occaſional Con ormifts are truly 
Chriſtian and Catholick, : 
HI. That the difference between the Church and Moderate Di 
enters is inconſiderable. ; 
IV. That the imploying of ſober Diſſenters in Publick Truſts, is 
. jo far from being prejudicial to the Church of England, that 
it really ſtrengthens it. 
V. That Occaſional Conformity is an advantage to. the church, 
And weakens the Diſſenters. 
Vl. That the late Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity, wou'd have 
 _ been highly prejudicial to the Church of England. 
VII. That the Diſſenters from the Religion of the Os have 
| been Tourer © in ' moſt Governments. 
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ee Br quanquam apud bonos ee atis habeant firmitatls vel teſtimonia. 
fine Argumentis, vel Argumenta ſine teſtimoniis: Nos tamen non | g 
contenti alterutro ſumus, cum ſuppetat nobis utrumque, ne cui | „„ 
perverſe ingenioſo aut non intelligendi, aut contra diſſerendi lo- 4 
2 JO : OA e Div. IV. ING 


2 . 5 [ES | 1 0 * D 0 V. . 
Printed for 4. Baldwin,in Warwick-lane, 1703. 


* 


adn ies 


Ad; "7s 4 4 


_—_— 


#165 ee. 


r hg? Bi 4 es 


„ 


ay EY "I" Wer 
L A SE 6 2 Sat * r 
8 Nr 3 8 0 BY, 3 E S e 
ron AS ARS Ty Y COO RoRny OE na Fg es Ko th OE SOS, | 3 
Deen 3 7 2 . Py 22 LN." IDS LOI _ 3 
So 2 3 PP Hg” I RHTRe® OL 


g ; þ % 
— . : / f 
- 
. . | i i 


/ 


MODERATION 


1 


"VIRTWES 


e 
Occaſional Conformiſt Juſtify'd 


Yo FROM THE 


P Imputation of Hypocriſy. | 


T ſeems very unaccountable that the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenter's Moderation towards the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, which was formerly reputed a 


Virtue in em, ſhould be interpreted a Crime, when 
it renders em uſeful to the State: That Occaſional 


Conformity, which they judg'd /awfal in a private Ca- 
pacity, ſhould become ſinful, when they happen to 
be advanced to Public Stations: That they ſhould 
be traduced by a Set of Pamphleteers as Hypocrites 
and dangerous Enemies of the Church, for their 
charitable Sentiments of it, and friendly Approaches 
. ." "FE 0G 


N 


to it. Their Accuſers have not attempted to make 
good cheir Charge, nor is it capable ofa colourable 


Proof. But bold Calumnies ſeldom miſs of their 
End, which is to make innocent Men Criminals, 


with deſign ro make tm 041975. For the Credu- 
lous World takes nothing fo much upon Truſt, as 
il-natur'd and falſe Repreſentations of thoſe that 
are govern'd by the Word of God, and not by 
the corrupt Examples and Uſages of the Multi- 
tude. I thought my ſelf therefore obliged to give 
a juſt Character of the Occaſional Conformiſt, and to 
vindicate him from the uncharitable Cenſures of 


his Accuſers, by ſhewing, 
I. That Occaſional Conformity is no new Thing, but 
is warranted in ſome Caſes by the most ſacred and 
Anconteſtable Precedents. | 
II. That the Principles of the Occaſional Conformiſts 
are truly Chriſtian and Catholick, _ | 
III. That the difference between the Church and mo- 
derate Diſſenter is inconſiderable. . 
IV. That the imploying of ſober Diſſenters in pub- 
lick Fruſts, is ſo far from being prejudicial to the 
Church of England, that it really ſtrengthens 
). ß OST oa 
V. That Occaſional Conformity is an advantage to 
_ the Charch, and weakens the Diſſenters, | - 
VI. That the late Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity 
woa d have been highly prejudicial to the Church 
VII. Thar the 2 the Religion of the 
Slate have been imploy'd in moſt Governments. _ 
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I. I will prove that Occaſional Conformity is no new 
77 bat is warranted in fome Caſes by the moſt 
" ſacred and unconteſtable Precedents, Hom 


But before I proceed, I muſt premiſe, that I go 
not about to juſtify any that Conform meecrly for 
a Place, if there be any ſuch. I take ſuch Occa- 
ſtonal Conformity, as I do alſo any Church-mazy”s re- 
ceiving the Lord's Supper meerly to qualify him 
for an Office, to be a fcandalous Practiſe, à Re- 
proach to Religion, and offenſive to all Good Chri- 
ſtians. But Occaſional Conformity, conſider'd in it 
Por John the Bapriſt was an Occaſional Conformiſf 
to the Few!ſh Church: He went to Jeraſalem to 
worſhip thrice 4 Year at the ſolemn Feaſts, ac. 
cording to the Law ; but at other, Times he held 
ſeparate ' Aſſemblies in the I Vilderneſs of Jadea, at 

ordan, and at Enon, Where he taught and bap- 


e enn, e of 
F d (2) Mark. 1. .- 


the Goſpel, as St. Mark calls it (2), Chriſtianity 
its firſt beginning in Occaſional Conformity.” 

Dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our Holy 
Religion, was alſo an Occaſional Conformiſt. We 
find hin ſometimes in the, Temple and Synsgogites; 
at other times Preaching in private - Houſes, on 
Mountains, and in the Wilderneſs, %c. as appeats 
by the Hiſtory of his Life: . Hepreacld'in & arate. 
CO e, was a Diſſenter from the 9 55 Ce- 

ed his Diſ pl heir Non-conft 5 
ed his Diſciples in their Non-conformity to e 
_ ling Kis Cenſorious Accuſers, That they Fanght. 
 Doirint the Commandments of Hen (bY. 
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The Apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus, in imitation of 
their Maſter , were Occaſional Conformiſts. One 
while we find *em in the Temple at Publick Wor- 
1 31 ſhip, and Teaching there (c). Another while in a 
W 2 or Couventicle, as ſome would call 
it. St. Luke faith, They continued daily with one ac- 
cord in the Temple, and broke Bread from houſe to 
(i) Acts 2. 46. houſe (d). 5 7 | | 1 
St. Paul, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, was emi- 
nent for Occaſional Conformity, He exhorts the 
Chriſtians to aſſert their Freedom ſrom the Law 
(e Gal. 5. 1. of Ceremonies (e), lives himſelf after the manner of 
(f) Gal. 2.14. % Genriles (f), and by Conſequence, in fellow- 
ſhip with 'em, yet Occaſronally purify*'d himſelf in 
% Acts 21. the Temple, according to the Law of Moſes. (g) 
15 He was a Diſſenter from the Ceremonies of the Law, 
and yet ſubmits to em to avoid Offence. He {ta-- 
ted) Communicated with the Gentile Charches, but 
holds Occaſional Communion with the\ National. 
Jewiſn Church, He judg'd Occaſional Communion 
lawful, but did not therefore conclude Conſtant 
_ "Communion a Duty, nay, it had been ſinful to him 
and ll other Chriſtians; for then they muſt have 
ſeparated from the Fellowſhip of te Goſpel, and 
rengaces ChriFiensy. oo ⅛² ô os tg 
He judges the Occaſional Uſe of the Levitical Ce- 
-remonies lamful, to avoid 4 great Evil, namely * 
Offente; but the Conſtant U/e of em to be ſinful, 
to avoid a greater Evil, that is, an Opinion of 
their being zeceſſary. And therefore he Circum- 
4b) Ad 16.3. ciſes Timothy (þ), but would not Circumciſe Ti. 
e 4 2 ri GA ein bs 
„„ Among the Cretan Churches, the Jens were 
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| | me 60 and pref the. Obſervation of 'em on (t) Adds 21. 


20. 


the GCentilas (I). The Gentils Churdbes on the Ads: I 
other hand, obſerv'd no more of the Law of Moſes, 
than what was contain'd in the Apoſtles Decree 
aboit Idolotſy les, Blood, ge agi. ed, aud For. 
nicution (m). 3 3-63. bas 1 (m) Acts 21. 
From this different Conſtiration of the Jewiſh and * 
Gentile Churches, it follows, 1. That there was 
no exat Uniformity in the Churches planted by the 
Apoſtles. Nor did. they make any Laws of Duatfor- 


mity in leſſer Matters, as the Condition of Chri- 


ſtian Communion; but left the Believers. to fol- . dp) 
low their different Sentiments, and to approve 
themſelves to God therein. Some were h 
eat all Things, others eat Herbs, rather than forbid- ++ Ve) 
den Fleſh, or clean Fleſh dreſd d after the manner 
of the Gentil es, fore obſer d Days, others not (u. (v Rom, 14. 


Here is a manifeſt Difſerence in Praſtiſe, and the 
Rule or Cann which. the Apoſtle gives about it, 


is not a Raule of Uniformity, but- of Charity, not to 
deſpiſe or judge one another (.. (0) Rom. 14. 
2 Ks an e Apoftles made noa for Uniforwity Zo 
in leſſer Matters, ſoitheir on Practice was ndt 
Vn furni, tlie uſct or diſuſed the legal Ceremd- 
nies as the Edification of the Church requir'd, 


Tuo all things were Iamful to em, they would. not he 


brought unden the power of. anjnεhͥ te By @) _ 6. 


ſianalo Cummuniun in fume Caſti ma): bu eee 
conſtant Communion mould be ain. I am not con- 


cernid to prove the Caſe of our Diſſenters tobe 
parallel with theſe before us, atis ſuffieient to vin 


dicate em from the Imputation of Wyderiſi and * NAY (23 
el e har they chin ire, chars Chand . 


I 1 


6 


f his Apoſtles own'd what was good in the Jewiſh 
Church, by jeyning ſometimes with it, and diſ- 
Wn'd the Corruptions of it by ſeparating from it; 
they judg'd themſelves obliged to joyn ſome- 
times with the Church of England, as it is a true 
Cbureh, and to ſeparate from it on che account of 
ſome things which they ſcruple. 
*Fis certain the Jewiſh Church encouraged Oc- 
caſtonal Conformity, whiPit the underſtood her true 
Intereſt. The Kings of Perſia had Sacrifices and 
Sapplications offer'd up. for em at the 'Lemple of 
(Ezra 6.10, Je no fs (4). So had Alexander the Great (r),. 
© Foſeph. Ptolomeus Euergetes (s), Ptol. Philadel hus, &c. And 
_ 928 the Roman Emperors, Auguſtus, Tiberius, and Vi- 
(H Foſ. eomra tellius, commanded Sacrifices to be offer'd for em 
8 292 at Jeru alem. Theſe Sacrifices were Symbols of Oc- 
A ̃4ſional Communion with the Jewiſh: Church, _ 
the ſtated Sacrifices and Devotions of theſe Pa 
Princes were perform'd in their own Temples.  _ 
The rejecting of the Roman Sacrifices prov'd fa- 
„tal to the Jewiſh Nation, for it occaſion'd an 
irreconcilable Rupture between the Jews and the 
Romans. Elearar, the Son of Ananias, the High- 
Prieſt, a raſh Youth, perſuaded the Prieſts to re- 
ceive no Man's Offering or Sacrifice, who was not 
. of the Jewiſh Nation. The Nobles and more 
thinking Part remonſtrated againſt this unheard 
of Bigostry, as of dangerous Conſequence, and in- 
Woe os with the 3 of all their Anceſtors, 
; mla always rectiv d ile Sacrifices of Foreign 
But the narrowi-ſſ _— Zealots prevailed, and 
| their fierce. Qppolition to Occaſional Conformity, ext 
92 2 4 aſperated the Noname againſt *em, tothe utter Sub- 


11.27. Ae * Church and State () nt. 


II. The 


* 


U. The Princi 2 0 the 18 Conſcientious alen Con- 
riſtian and Catholick, and therefore 


© my. are 
are uch 4s will juſtify him Wr God 4 Men. 


He acts not from a mercenary Spirit, or - any ki 
niſter Intentions towards the eſtabliſn'd Church, 
hut from a religious Regard to God. He believes 

the Church of England to be a true Charch, a great 
Bulwark againſt Popery , and one of the moſt 
Cor ſiderable parts of the Reformation. He owns 
her Miniſters to be trae Miniſters, and many of em 
Men of great Learning and Piety. He acknow- 
ledges her Liturg to be ſound for the Subſtance 
of it, and that Salvation may be had in her Com- 
munion. For theſe Reaſons he dare not wholly le- 
Ne rate from her. 
But becauſe he conceives the Diſſediong Churches 
to be true Churches allo, their Miniſters generally 
Men of real Piety, good Learning, and zealouſly 
active to ſave immortal Souls, he thinks himſelf 
oblig d toe hold Communion with em: And the 
rather, heeauſe he finds Ihe. Diſcipline of the Efta- 
bib Cale de Hive, as ſevetal- of her 'Biſhops 
have complained , and her on Liturgy confer 
ſes (4); that all Perſons are promiſeuouſly admit- „ Office of | 
ted to the Lord's Table, contrary to the Rules of Comminati- 
the Goſpel, and the Practiſe of the Ancient Church; on for the be- 
that her Miniſters are obliged to Pray by an 55 0 Lees nb 
fed Litargy, which allows little” room fer the 
_ ereiſe of the Gift of Prayer, and the conſtant diß. ' 
4K it has 8 the lofs of the Gift it ſef 
n a great meaſure, ſe that may of tlie publik 
milters can e er wWiſe than i 
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-or a compoſed Form, which can never reach all tlie 
particular Caſes that occur the. Variety being i 


great that no Form can poſſibly Comprehend em. 


The Occſional Conformiſt on the other hand finds 


the Preaching of Diſſenting Miniſters generally 


more cloſe, methodical, zaand lively; their Mini- 


ſtrations morg pure, Without thoſe- humane Mix- 
tures of the Crofs, Surplice, &c. which: are made 


ſmbolical Signo, and Conditions of Miniſtring, and 


enjoying, Ordinances in the Epiſcopal Church: Be- 
ſicles he ſees an exatter Diſcipline in Piſſenting Con- 


gregations, by Which means the Power of Practi. 


64 Religion is more vilibly kept up among em; 
Scandals either prevented or cenſur'd; Family Mor. 


ſhip, which e Chriſtian from 45 Fa- 


milies, religion ullyoperforny d, and the Lord's Day 


more ſtrictly obſer 1 en 0 


ITheſe, and other Conſiderations of the like Na- 


curs determine him to hold ſtated Communion. With 
'.140me Piſſenting Congr egation, W here, ;he;thinks 85 
himſelf herter a ee e ee Aft 

: Hljes,; :Hequd ges himſelf elf; el hligodp ta ges the —— 


Helps he we ar big Soul „And thinks ge 


tbe; more! reſtraiged in the Choice of a 2 : 
Guide for the Bencht,of his Soul, than —— is in che 


Choice of a Langer or PH an for the he preferving 


ia . Hate and Bogily, Hes e 5.0.1 52 07 bos 
eth 2 15 e Queaſtons):Conformijh, Har, whom 
to pnionig one of a Clulicl Spiri and 
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faye;Charity,cowards; all that belong te the: N 
5 EEE $4 70 et Cale, kh: Chaneby: 


ion to any one Sect or Fart yo 
ro ians, hut has an Univerſal- and Comprehen- 
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with Chriſt, the Vital Head of the Church, is the 
Ground and Motive of his Communion, and not 
diſputable Modes and Opinions. He values no 
Man for his Adherence to this or that Party, but 
for his Chriſtian Virtues, He loves good Men of all 
Denominations, and hates deſigning Kpaves of any 
Party. He places Religion in the Great Things of 
the Goſpel, Faith, Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and 
| Mercy; and he looks on hamane Additions as ſe- 
parable Accidents, which recommend us not to 
God. He profeſſes ſimple Chriſtianity, which he be- 
lieves a Divine Thing, and ſo much the more Ami- 
able, by how much the leſs it has of humane Mix- 
tures. | 
_ Theſe are the Principles of the Moderate Diſſent- 
ers, which they have aſſerted ever ſince the Act of 
 Uniformity was made. Several Books have, been 


written by dem for Occaſional Communion, and againſt 
Total Separation from the Church of 12 Mr. 


Baxter's Cure of Charch Diviſions, and ſeveral other 
Diſcourſes of his, defend this Principle againſt 
the Rigid n Mr. Corbet aſſerts the ſame 
Catholic Principles; fo doth Mr. Talents In his 
L . CEN Ee 5. 

Ihe Moderate Ez 2 Presbyterians haye,, all 
along declared againſt Total Separation, and pra 
Qhiled Occaſional Conformity without, any Froſpes 

of Temporal Advantage. Their Mini ſters, wh 
never held any Places of Profit, have always on 
Occaſion joyn'd with the Publick Aſſemblies, and 
do to this Day. Dr. Bates, Mr. Baxter, and 
many Others of em, ſometimes receiv'd the Lord's 
Supper in the Communion of the Church of Eng- 
land. And I have known ſome Gentlemen in 
D King 


9222 


* 


ſenters profeſſed lon 
Act were made. 


„ 


King Charles II. s. Time, who had no Place or Of- 


fice under the Government, to receive the Lord's 
Supper with the Diſſenters, and in their Pariſh- 
Churches. Nay, at this Time, there are many 


ſtated Communicants of both Sexes in Presbyterian 


ee who occaſionally Communicate in the 
Pariſh-Churches, and are not cenſur'd by their 


Miniſters for ſo doing. And the old ear bl 
miſts in Queen Elizabeth's and King James I. their 


Time, were againſt Total Separation, and wrote 
againſt the Bromniſts; ſo did Mr. Cartwright, Gif- 


— e i Darrel, Brightman, Ames, Brad. 
bam, Faget, OC LES VS 3 | 7 


From the whole it moſt evidently appears, that 
Occaſional Conformity is nat a late Invention of crafty 


- 


"Men to get into Places, but the Effect of Chriſtian 
and Catholick Principles, which the Moderate Diſ- 


g before the Corporation and Teſt 
This Prattiſe was autecedent to 


* 


the Laws, and therefore could not be an Arrifice 
mhich the Ini . of Men had found out to elude em. 


And if Occafiona 247103 happen ti 
gal Qualification for Publick Offices, they ſee no rea- 


5 


Communion happen to prove a Le- 


n to ſtraple that in a Publick Station, which they 
judg'd lawful in a Private Capacity. They are as 
much born to ſerve their Queen and Country as 


other Men; and as well affected to Her Majeſty's 


— 


Governinent as che moſt Loyal of Her Epiſcopal 
TT. 1 4 nc bo 3575 
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III. 4» Occafional Conformiſt is mot ſo formidable 
4 Creature, when we conſider that the difference be- 
tween 4 Church-man ang 4 Moderate. Di wy enter is 


1,909 little. 


2404111 


IT os re in a ne ca tion to „ 2 
renounce. all Romiſh Uſurpations and Seb ene 
by ſubſcribing t the Declaration mention'd in the 
Statute made, 30 Car. 2. 'To prevent Papiſes, from 
get eng lip either Houſe. of; Panliamænt, 
"hey agree in a, 17 Agherenge. to Her Majzſty 
Queen Azze, and to the. Succeſſion of the. Crown in 
the. Proteſtant Line. They have taken the Abju- 
ration Oath, are refolv'd, ihviolably to N it, 
and to expoſe themſelves to: the utmoſt; Hazards. 
1 for the Defence er. Majeſty's \facred. Perſon, 
3 and the preſent FT ff dr Fee 
3 __ They Ares in all the Articles of the Church of 
1 erg ee 15 the D. F Miniſters have ſub- 
1 155 except dere le. Twentieth, which | gives 
Charch Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, and 
3 15 and 36th, about the ſecond Book of Homilies, 
and Conſeeretien of Biſhg 225 Kc. Which are private, „ te 
peta an Dp te Articles of the Catholick Church; gers Ro. 
| as, Mr. R oger's co e 9 een Was reed. 
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They agree in their __ to the Biſhops, whom 
they highly honour for their emiifert 5 in de- 
fending the Proteſtant Religion; and Eugliſb Li- 
berties. And I know none ö m that 1 A 
Moderate Epiſcopacy. Arch-biſhop Uſber*s Model 
has been often offer'd. as one of the Terms of Ac- 
commodation with the Church. 

They agree in their publick Worſhip. p. "Their Praj- 

ers 450 Fra es are for Subſtahcethe fame, their 

Minifters each the ſame Truths, and adminiſter 

the ſame Sacraments that tliey do in the Pariſh- 
. „„ | 

 Objet. If dere by 8 ghar” an a froeleni be- 

; tween em and the Church, Howe came they to 

ſeparate from it? 

. Anſw. It's none of my Buſt dle 50 enquire into 
che Reaſons of their Sepà ration here, that has been 
done by other Hands, articularly by Mr. Baxter 
In his Plea, "and E 77 neonformity; and lately 

1 e n 15 4100 "r of I, B., Life ; | 
'þ e of the Fel e e 
the Realons bf Nbncouft Or 70 "Ii 
© dean on only qblerve: fire. 151 | 3 the Things 
her 1 9 7 100 From: the Church "of. © Exg- 
Land, lte b nd incunſeuble, If compared | 
With the great kin ngs dy they : are Perlectly 

5 united. B for Ertple, . 

Ar The In ch Miniſters uſe the Lit „ the Dif: Te 
7 a0 ſenting ers have no Ln 87 Tor. that they 

oo 0 uf Me of Tm" 15 hey like 
22+ .4.6 not - impoſi as em to 500 5 i with- 

. out Variation by ſuch Miniſters as can Pray with- 

\ out 


| 


[no] 5 


dut dem. They conceive ¶ Miuiſters, who are the 
Labalſälp oli ir lu Chriſt, ſhould bo Men of Ah 
lities, to Peak in the Name of the People to God, 
as Well as in che Name of God to the People. If 
they are fit to deliver a Mieſſage from God to the 
People by Breathing, why not as fit to delyer the 
People's Meſſage: to Gad by Praying If they are 
admitted to —— a Bob 25 Homilies, or 
a ſet Form of Sermons, wliy not to Pray without a 
Book of Devotion, or a ſet Form [ihe ? There 
is thy fame Reaſon for both, Nay, there is mare 
reaſon hy they ſhould be allowed to 2 
Prater, than to:compuſe their own Ser minus; bec 
Preaching requires greater Abilities than Pra 

A priviatè Chriſtian'may attain to the Gift of 72 
ing; and the uſe; of it in the Cloſet is not for- 
bidden the Members of, the Church of England; 
but the Gift . reaching | is requir'q with, mere 
Difficulty, and requires greater intellectual Im- 
provements. If Miniſters be allow d to prepare 
their own Sermons, Which requires more eminent 
Abilit ies, wih ſhould chey .be.reſtrain'd from com- 
poſing hein on Pr r which may be done with 
leſs Abvlities? The, Eib — which ſeeins to be gives 
tothe Publick oh Miniters, be before and after Sermon, of 
Hp arherwiſe than by the Liturgy, the Diſſenters 


ne ſhauld be — to other Paris 
of! Workhip.e:w JONE: 34 - OOF fit b. 11 2&7 1 e Y 
ae However, this Difference: is inconfidera 1 
the Diſſenter conſaſſeth the lanfulneſs of. Forbes, the 
be thinks Miniſters ſhould not t be tied an vor too 
&riftly: to em: nd che Chu | 'd 
without a Form! | 
* Occaſtons? : 
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. b their Ordinatians. The Publick 
Miniſters are Oc daind by Dioceſan Biſhops; Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters by Prestyters without Biſhops, Nor 
is this Difference very conſiderable, for the Diſſent- 
er allows the Validity of Epiſcopal Ordinations, tho? 
bs can't ſubmit to Re ordinution: The Church, on 
the other hand, allowys the Ordinations of the Re- 
form Churches beyond Sea to be valid, tho? per- 
ſorm'd by Presbyters without Biſhops. And it is pre- 
ſum'd they will not condemn the Ordizations of the 
preſent Church f Scotland, which has no Biſhops. 

It's agreed, on both ſides, that Ordination by Preby- 

ters is awful in Caſes of Neceſſity; and the Diſſenter 


Nys, This is his Caſe; becauſe lie can't come up to 
ſides, the Church allows Presbyters to lay Hands 
with the Biſhop in Ordination, which they could 
u more do than the meer Lay-men, if the Or- 
daining Power were not inherent in em. Only 
for Order'ſ ſake it's reſtrain d to tlie Biſhops, and al- 
Jow'dthe Presbyters only im Concurrence withithe 

Biſhops. Soithat Oral num by Pre ngters tis an lr. 

Legulurity, as tothe Eugliſb Lame but not d Nulliry 

$6 itsſel. Iris notwhat/chedLdw:rhguiesi co qua lil 
fy Perſons for Prefermears in the eftabliſhid Church, 
but the Re-ordsinjng of Perſons oida ind by Presby- 
ters was not requir d by our Laws-before the 46 of 

Uniformity was made in 1662 nor was-ipipradiſed 

here before Arch. Bifhop Laub Tine. Ordination 

by Presbyters is allow'd by! the Stature ef Reform- 
tion 1 Elik. Cap. 12. which admits Subſoription 
tothe Articles of Religious as u ſufficient Qualified: 
tien for Church Preferme ts without Rewy dini. 
My Lord Bacon cenſaves! fame inlliſmert Perſons, 


as he calls em, who in his Time, had in open Preach- 


— — 


— 
—— — — — 
G —— 5 


———äů x k([¶ ＋k[: 
— 


— a. 12 
— ——— — 


i : 

| 
io 
il 

' 1 


2 3 A 


— 


n * - wh b x 55 3 5 p 


bestes Speech 6 
135 ED far, fa VE he, as ome of our Men, as 1 Bou 
bens Z in Foreign 


* * * eſuſeit | 
n to be no lamful Miniſters. * That great Man A baz 


diſcreet Cenſurers of Ordinatious by Presbyters, if 
the Miniſtry, it does not appear that the Church of 


in Bapeiſu, the uſe of the Surplice, &c. Which t 
in the lanfulneſs of em, hut are or in the Church 


uoes the Omiſſion of *em derogate from the Periedtis 
ow 'of Goſpel Ordinances.- 


Nr x rer i om tt} 03 ©: 
„lt r be denied alſo 1 chere are grear: Def. 
of the eſtabliſh'd Church Difneavestbatiarevot 
thoſe: between rhe . t 


aw]. 


the Churches abroad; n 


Parts, have been pro- 
and wiſe Stateſman, had not condemn'd the in- 


the Lam, Which he perfectly under 00d, had pro- 


nounced em Null and Void: 
And tho? Epiſcopal Ordination. be ance by 


the A& of Uniformity for che Publick Exerciſe of 


England has any where condemn'd the Ordinations of 
the Foreign Churches by Presb byrers, without Biſhops, as 


unlawful in themfelves. 
They differ i in a few. Commit ſuch as the Crop | 


Diſſenters have not, becauſe t ey are not ſatisfied 


of England, not as any Parts of Worſhip, but as 
things indifferent in their own Nature, and decent in 
their Uſe, This difference is of no conſequence al- 
ſo, becauſe the uſe of em does not make the Wor- 
ſhip: of God berter, or more acreptable to God, nor 
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Theſe are the Principal Artictes of Difference be- 
Seen ale Moderate Diſſenters and the. National 
Church, uchich I have prowd not tobe cònſidera- 
ble, if compared With the yrour r is, 24 | 
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rences between the Member, not 'to ſay, che Heads 


greater confequenceAdithe@hummhand Statezathan 
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ſeems a Hardſhip on the r that their leſſer 
Differences hould be puniſhid with an Incepacity.of 
ſerving their Queen ad Country, when the greater 
Differences between the Members of the Epiſcopal 
Church are nd, Bar to their Preferment. 
I will not inſiſt on thoſe in Convocation about the 
Power of Preshyters to hold Aſſemblies, and to de- 
bate Matters without the Conſent of their Biſhops; 
tho ſome would be apt to conclude from: the Ap 
logies of the Lower Houſe of Convocation, that the 
Repreſentatives: of the Clergy of the Church Exg- 
land are turning: Presbyt ELLGRSs'T BI BY NLA 
But I will only touch on ſome other Differences 
in the Church, which are very obvious to all that 
know the preſent State of it. 
1 AAmong the Clergy of the Epiſcopal Church, 
1 who zl} agree to ſubſcribe her Articles; ſome ſub 
e ſcribe em as Articles of Peace, others as Articles of 
. Faith; ſome profeſs Calvin;ſm, which. is confeisd 
to be the Ancient — peer the e 5 
fatal Oninions about: Predeſtination; Free-will, 
Special Grace, Ferſeverance, Cg. as monſtrous nd 
abſurd. The Diſſenters generally aſſert the Aneient 
and Orthodox Doctrine of the CHureh of Eryvard, 
aud ſubſcribe her Articles in the natural and ge- 
Innine Senſe. di:ithe: wortls.: The Difference 5 
teen the er e „ib Atmenian 
Dottrimes,: is far greater than any of:; the Contro— 
verted Points between the Church and Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. The-formet is in ſonie of the moſt canſi- 
derable Articles — % the latter in a fem Ce- 
_ remonies and Modes of Worſhip. bellt ie as 10 


- 


'2. Some ſtifſy aſſert their old | ot10n; of the | Di- 
vinum of Monarchy, and the :ana/rerable Kucciſian 


in 


. WE! 
in the right Line, Theſe are the Vonj urants, who 
reſerve their Alegiancè for the young Gentleman at 
St. Germans, condemn her Majeſty's loyal Subjects 
as perj ur'd Villians, Traytors, and Apoſtates, and call 
themſelves the only Church of Exgland, 

Others, by the help of a ſorry Diſtinction of de 
facto and de jure, have made ſhift to ſwear to the late 
Government with intention to be faithful to their 
old Maſter, and his adopted Heirs : And tho? the Ab- 
juration Ad has cancePd their belov'd Diſtinction, 
b obliging 'em to own Her Majelty as lawful and 
rightful Queen, we have no reaſon to think that theſe- 
Men have changed their Principles, or extingaiſh*d 
their Affections to their Abjured Prince. 

Theſe are the moſt dangerous Enemies of the 
Exeliſp Nation, whoſe Occaſional Conformity to the 
preſent Government, and Appearance of Zeal for 
the Church, do put *emina Capacity to betray 
both into the Hands of the Grand Protector of the 

acobite Church, which they hope to do the more ef- 
fectually by Calumniating the Low-Charch and peace- 
able Diſſenters, who are the Governments beſt 
Friends, and whoſe Union they have rea ſon to fear 
may prove fatal to their enſlaving Deſigns. 

None can effectually ruin the Charch but theſe ſe- 
cret Enemies of the State, who are the more dange- 
rous, becauſe in the Church's Boſom; and having 
debauched their Conſciences by the groſſeſt Immo- 
ralities, have loſt the true Senſe of Religion, and 
have no Principles left, except it be Ariſtotle's pri- 
Lative Principle of Tranſmutation; I mean a ſtrong 
Diſpoſition to receive the Romiſh Religion, which in- 
dulges em in damnable Laſts, and feeds 'em at the 
_ fame time with /aving Hopes. A looſe Proteſtant 
will make a ſtrict Papiſt. 6 OY: 5 
. ; | , 


7 2 | 


It concerns the Church to obſerve theſe Men, 
whoſe known Diſaffection to the late Government 
renders em ancertain Friends to this, which is found- 

ed on the ſame bottom with that. EO, 
Others, that is, all true-hearted Proteſtants, both 
Church-men and Proteſtant Diſſenters, are inirely in 
the Intereſts of the preſent Government, and inſe- 
parably joyn'd in the Defence it. | 3 
It were endleſs to mention all the Je er Differences 
in the Church of Exgland. Some Miniſters of the 
Church uſe conceiv d Prayers before Sermon; others 
| | a Collect with the Lord's Prayer ; others bid Prayer, 
Can. LV. according to the Caxon*, which ſome pretend for- 
bids all other Forms. Some Pray atter Sermon, others 
not. Some read the Service, as in Pariſh-Churches ; 
others ſing it, as in Cathedrals. Some make a pro- 
found Bow towards the Altar, for what Reaſon is 
beſt known to themſelves ; for neither the Rabrich, 
nor Canons of the Church of Ezg/azd require it; 
others forbear this ſaperſtitious will-MWorſhip. Some of 
our Altar-Worſhippers pretend chey worſhip towards 
the Eaſt, as the Primitive Chriſtians did. If that be 
it, how come they never to bow until they come in 
ſight of the -High Altar? When they Pray in the 
Desk, their Faces are generally towards the Wef. 
If they worſhip Chriſt by the Altar, they may as 
well worſhip him by an Image or Cracifix,and can't 
be excuſed from Popiſh Idolatry. The Papiſts bow 
D the Altar, becauſe they believe the real Preſence 
there. 3 
Some bow the Nee at the Name of Jeſus, which 
they never bow at the Name Jehovah; others on- 
ly Nod with the Head; others do neither. Some read 
5 5 in ſecond Service at the Altar, where few can hear 
em; others read it in the Desk. In ſome Churches 
. dle 
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the Communion- Table is razed in, in others it is 
not. Some oblige the Communicants to kneel at 
the Rails; others give 'em the Lord's Supper in 
their Seats. Some read all the Prayers, according 
to the Rabrick ; others read more or leſs, as Occa- 
ſion requires. Some devoutly read the Prayers them- 
ſelves ; others depute their Curates to do it for 
em. Some I have known to Preach in the Sarplice; 

others uſe it only in the Desk. It is hard to aſſign 
a Reaſon why it ſhould be more neceſſary for the 
Desk than the Palpit. Some Preach in the Morning 
and Afternoon; others only in the Morning; others 
never Preach, but now and then read a Homily. 
Some adminiſter the Lord's Supper once a Month, 
in Imitation of the Diſſenters; others on ſome ſolemn 
\ Feſtivals only. Some Pray with diſtreſſed Perſons, 
as Occaſion requires, without a Form; others have 
but one ſovereign Plaiſter for all Sores ; namely, the 
Litaurgy,which they uſe on all Occaſions. Thus have 
I known ſome Church-Miniſters, when deſir'd to 
pray for a condemn'd hardewd Malefactor, to read the 
Confiſſion and the Prayer for Perſons troubled in Cou- 
cience at the Viſitation of the Sick, in which they de- 
ſir'd God to heal all his Diſtempers, and to cauſe the 
Bones which he had broker to rejoyce. The poor 
Wretch that was within few Hours of the Gallows,. 
had no viſible Diſtemper but that of the Halter, and 
obſtinately denied the Fatt for which he was con- 
dee 8 

In ſome Congregations the Miniſter alone reads 
the Pſalms; in ſome the Miniſter and Clerk; in 
others the whole Congregation, the Women not ex, 
cepted, read with the Clerk; tho? I could never yet 
find any Rubrict or Lam for this Practiſe; but I meet 
with a Canon of St. Paul's, forbidding a Woman to 
ö | 1 


(x)1 Cor. 14. 
34+ + 
21. 


L 


[ 24 } 
eak in the Church (x); and another Apoſtle makes 
reading the Scripturesa Degree of Preaching (V. But 
however this Matter be, there is a conſiderable dif- 


ference between the Minſter's reading the Scripture 
with or without his Clerk, and all the Peoples con- 


fuſed reading together, In private Baptiſm, ſome uſe 


neither the Croſs nor God-fathers ; others uſe both, 
tho? the Rabrick requires God-fathers and the Croſs 
in the pablick Reception of the Child into the Church, 
which ſuppoſes that private Baptiſm was adminiſtred 
without em. For it can't be ſuppoſed that the Spox- 


ſors are obliged to Covenant twice for the Child, or 


the Miniſter to Croſs him twice. Some Pariſhes have 

Organs, others are without. | 7 
_ Amidſt this great Diverſity of Opinions and Practiſe 

which are allow'd in the eſtabliſh'd Church, why 


ſhould the harmleſs Diſſenter be ſo ſeverely cenſur'd 


* Proceed- 
ings of the 
Lords about 
Occaſional 
Conformity. 


for his different Mode of Worſhip ? And why ſhould 
his /zttle Peculiarities be a Bar to his ſerving the Go- 
verament ? Eſpecially when we conſider, 


IV. That the imploying of Moderate Diſſenters, or Oc- 
cCaſional Conformiſts, in Public, Truſts, is ſo far from 
being prejudicial to the Church, that is really ſtren- 


3s 


Athens it. 


The Difference between theſe and the Church he- 
ing ſo ſmall and their Deference for it ſo great, ſhe 
hath nothing to fear from em. They that accuſe 
em as dangerous to the Church, ſhould ſhew us 
what hurt they have done her in the late Reigns of 
King Charles II. King James II. and of King William, 


when ſeveral of em were in Power. The Lords ob- 


ſerve, That in the. greateſt Extremity of the Church, 


under King James, they joywd with her. * It can't 
„ x < CE ts, 


Fm. 


* * 5 


be denied but they have zealouſly oppoſed Popery, 


"IX . hoo I. 


Conſtellations of the Engliſh Church, and are thepre- 
ſent Ornaments of it. It mutt be confeſſed the Or- 
'  eaſional Conformiſts joynꝰd with theſe Epiſcopal Sorie- 
ties, and contribu Ehen beft Endeavours to pro- 
For this Reaſoir they are real Friends to thie 
Church, and they that difconrage and rradure fo 
good a Work, are her moſt malignant Enemies, be- 
cauſe nothing can be more deſtructive to Civitand 
Religious Communities, than Prophazenefs and Im- 
_ moraizty. - Theſe not only expoſe a People to the 
Wrath of God, but are directly oppolite'to Religion 
and Virtue, the. only firm Bonds of Humane Soie- 
tier, and the Divine Character and proper Meaſure 
Alen... 8 


{ | p 7 


E 
+; Occaſional. Conformiſts, being generally Men of Pie. 
ty and Moderation, may be more uſeful to Church 
and State, than VICIOUS and prophane Perſons, who 
the leſs rhey have ofthe Sabſtauce and Power of Reli- 


___.. £40n, will oem ſo, much the more Zealous tor the 
2, _ Ceremonioas and formal Part. : 


-. +... Nothing can be more pernicious to the Church, 


SBS + 


than preferring Men of i Morals, who, being de- 
ſtitute of the Fear 2 God, can have no true Princi- 
ples of Honour or Conſcience, to fortify 'em againſt 
8 of betraying their Queen and Coun- 
try. If they happen to prove faithful to the State 

for want of a ſtrong Temptation to the contrary, 
yet their corrupt Examples have a malignant Influ- 
ence to propagate Vice and Irreli gion 
. This fort of Men are Practical Atheiſts, and really 


of no Religion, but always profeſs the Religion of the 


State, becauſe its the moſt faſhionable, and the 
ſureſt way to preferment. b 


> 


This is the Occaſional Conformiſt, who is a Reproach 


10 Religion, and a dangerous Enemy to Church and 
State. The Horrors of a profligate Life drive him 
from the Divine Myſteries, for which he knows him- 
felfextremely anfit; but rather than want the ne- 
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by an Advantage of betraying. his. Country, will 
cover - rule his Conſcience, and ꝓteſume to ſwallow 
that Which is ſacr ed. 444 ; i . | . ; Te a E 1 13 5 
I heartily wiſh theſe unclean Animals do not one 
Day turn again and rent the over- liberal Diſtributors 
But to return to our Moderate Diſſenter, or Con- 
ſcientious Occaſions! Conformiſty his being in Power 
can no way hart the Church,ſince Re Ene 
( a . e N ; FR S 
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the Government, differs in nothing from the Church 

wherein ſhe agrees with the foreign reform d Churches, 
and behaves himſelf peaceably in thoſe /eſſer Things 
wherein he has the »55for tune to diſſent from her. 
He is fo far from doing her any real Prejudice, that 
he ſtrengthens her every way: For, 1 


V. Occaſional Conformity 7s an advantage to the 
Church, and weakens the Diſſenters. 


Many of em are very ſenſible of this, and the 
more rigid part of em ſeparate totally from the 
publick Aſſemblies, and judge it ſinful to joyn Oc- - 
Caſionally in the publick Worſhip. This Principle 
is as Politich as it is Conſcientious, tor by this means 
their Miniſters ſecure their People to themſelves, 
and prevent their falling off to the publick Commu- 
nion. The Charch-Mizifters are equally careful to 
prevent their People from going near the Diſſenters. 
They are ſenſible that the hearing of their Preach- 
ers now and then Occaſionally may by degrees lea ven 
their People with N 3 And therefore 
they will neither hear the Diſſenters themſelves, 
nor ſuffer any of their Flocks to ſtraggle into ſtrange 
Folds, if they can help it. Some of em are ſo ſoli- 
citous in this Matter, that they ſurfeit their Hearers 
with fulſome and repeated Declamations againſt 
11 „and by uncharitable Railing againſt the 
Diſſenters increaſe their Number. 
So that the high Conformiſts and the high Diſſent- 
ers, tho' at a great diſtance in other Matters, agree 
in this, That the Occaſional Communion of their Mem- 
bers with Societies of a different Conſtitution, 
weakens the Community of which they are ftated 
| 0 N Members, 
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Members, and ſtrengthens thoſe with whom they 
Occaſionally joyn. . 

It is certain, that the Occaſional Conformity of a 
Diſſenter does much more ſtrengthen the Church, 
than the Occaſional Nonconformity of a Church- man 
can ſtrengthen the Diſſenters; becauſe the Diſſen- 
ter allows the Church Aſſemblies to be Janful, but 
the High-Church condemns the Diſſenter's Meet- 
ings as Schiſmatical, Therefore faith the Advocate 
for the Church, Our Communion is the [ff becauſe. 
it is agreed on all fides, that it is /awfal to joyn with 
us, but we judge it aulamful to Communicate with 
your Aſſemblies. Tho? this Argument may ſeem 
plauſible, *twill -not hold in all Caſes; otherwiſe 
that Lady was in the right, who, when ſhe had 
ask'd Arch-Biſhop Laud, Whether one might be 
ſaved in the Roman Church? and he having anſwer'd, 
Tes; replied, Your Lordſhip faith we may be ſa ved 
in the Roman Communion, and the Romaniſts ſay, 
we can't be ſaved in yours; therefore I will chuſe 
the ſafeſt ſide, and be a Roman Catholick, So the Do- 
natiſis condemn'd the Orthodox Catholicks, as havin 2 
no Churches; the Catholicks acknowledg'd the 
Churches of the Donatiſts to be true Churches. Al 
that can be fairly infer d from ſuch Reaſonings, is, 
That one ſide is more Charitable than the other, and 
generally Truth and Charity are inſeparableQ. 
Some have wonder'd what it is that keeps the 

-Presbyterian Congregations from ſtated Conformity; 
when their Teachers have lead em fo far towards 
it, they have but a ſhort Step into it; and many 
out- run their Guides, and take their Reſt in the 
Boſom of the Church, whither they were Orcafion- 
ally conducted by the Charitable Examples of their 
| 5 Miniſters. 


f 


Miniſters. The great Advantages and Reputation 


ly from the Pariſh-Churches, do think themſelves 


Hers and Congregations, where they find them- 


totally ſeparate from the Church of England. 


in their ſecond Conference with the Managers: of 
the Hononrable Houſe of Commons have taken no- 


tion towards the National Church ſhould-betdter- | 
E H - preted 


ſg] 


which attend the National Eſtabliſhment, is no 
ſmall Inducement to Conſtant Communion to ſuch as 
are ſatisfied in the lawfulneſs of Occaſional Confor- 
airy! 01 I ts in . 8 DIET 

Others, that judge it unlawful to ſeparate whol- 


obliged to adhere to their own Diſſenting Mini- 


ſelves better edified, and the Ordinances of the Go- 
ſpel more purely adminiſtred, as they conceive. 
This Purity of Divine Ordinances, the Exerciſe 
of Spiritual Diſcipline, the Teſtimony which their 
Miniſters bear againſt ſinful Impoſitions, and their 
own Edification, are no indifferent Things with 
them. Theſe things determine many Conſcienci- 
ous Chriſtians for Noxconformity, who yet dare not 


Tho' it muſt be own'd'for a Truth, and the Lords 


2 uw wo wt i 


tice of it, That Occaſional Conformity mas 4 Srepithat 
carried muny much further; aud from: Occuſional Con- 
ormity it grew to a Conſtant Conformity, e in the 
Perſons themſelves, yet in their Children. And the 
Lords add, Nat they ow! Jee ſoms deſtended from:Oc- 
caſonal Conformiſtr, eſpouſe th Cauſel of 'the Church 
with muoh Rall. 3 brig lis 12 e 
Ihe Presbyterians: are very ſenſible that Occaſi- 
onal Conformity has weaken'd them, and ſtrength- 
end the Church, and yet dare not but practiſe their 
Ancient and Cathalich Principles, which havd more 
of :Conſcientethan' Policy in em. If their Modera- 


. 


preted a Crime in em, and prove the Occaſion ef 


nem Hardſhips to em, it may tempt em to eſpouſe 


ſeverer Principles of Nonconformity than yet they 
have done, and to ſtrengthen themſelves by a To- 
ral Separation from the Church. Hence it follows, 


VI. That the late Bill againſt Occaſional Conformi- 


ty, won d have been highly prejudicial to the Church 
of England. -. {;:(!-: + C 
This will appear, if we conſider, 
1. That had that Bill paſt into a Law, it would 


have erected a Partition-Wall between the Church 
and Diſſenters, and cut off all Hope of accommo- 
dating the Differences between em, that there had 


been no further Proſpect of Comprehenſion, as a late 


*Clam 8 Advocate for the Bill obſer ves“. It would pro- 
— 18 bably have driven the Moderate Diſſenters to a 
prevent Oc- Total Separation, which would have ſtrengthen'd 
nies gra- them and -weaken'd the Church, © | 
min d, p. 14. All that wiſh well to the Proteſtant Intereſt, do 


agree that it is the Intereſt of England, eſpecially 
in this Critical Juncture, rather to heal than widen 
/// ĩ ĩ ĩ˙˙ͤAwAꝛ̃˙ͤ.ʃgnñ. INT TILOEY 
2. It had given the Proteſtant: Diſſenters occa- 
ſion to amp n that there was no difference made 
between tlem and the Pa piſts, as there had been 
all along ſince the Reformation; nay, it expoſed 
em to greater Severities, as the Lords obſerve. 
« A Papiſt Convict as ſoon as he conforms himſelf, 
« and receives the Sacrament, is immediately 
« clear'd no Incapacity lies upon him, but this 


9. 


« capacity 


„ 

e capacity. A Papiſt that ſhall relapſe, and fall 
c under a ſecond Conviction, is only convicted 
« over again without any Aggrevation of the 


« Cenfſure, which by this Bill is much heighten'd 


« upon a ſecond Offence. © So that the Penalties 
&« of this Bill are higher than any the Law has 
laid on Papiſts for aſſiſting at the moſt ſolemn 
« Ads of their Religion. And tho? this Bill in- 
„ cludes Papiſts alſo, it's well known that the 
« Practiſe of ſolitary Maſſes among em is ſo com- 
„% mon, that no Man of that Communion would 
“have been in danger of expoſing himſelf to any 
« Penalties for having any Number about him in 


. the Acts of their Worſhip #. 


3. It would have brought the Church of Ezg- 


*The Lords 
Proceedings 

on the Bill of 
Occaſional 
Conformity. 


land under the invidious Imputation of Perſecution, 
which the Bill declares againſt. For it excuſed no 
Man from Offices, and obliged all Perſons bearing 
Offices to conſtant Conformity under very ſevere. 
Penalties. So that no Diſſenter could have avoid- 
ed the Sting of it. As for Example, if he were 


made Sheriff of a County, or were choſen to ſerve 


in ſome Office or Employment in a Corporation, he 
was brought to this unhappy Dilemma: If he re- 
fuſed to ſerve, he was obnoxious to Cenſure, and 


fi nable at pleaſure, and that as oſten as any Office 


Was put upon him: If he ſerved the Office or Em- 
ployment, and went to.a Diſſenting Meeting, he 
forfeited One. Hundred Pounds, and Five Pound for 

every Day he continued in the Execution of his 


Office or Employment, to be recover'd. by any 


Perſon that ſhould ſue for the ſa me. 


* 


By this means the Conſcientious Diſſenter would 


have been expoſed to the Qficious Malice: of envi- 


47 


ous 


3 
ous Neighbours, and the Ræpacious Av art of infa. 
mous Informers. It would have been in the Power 
of the Ruling Part of a: Corporation: to ruin any 
Diſſenter àt pleaſure. It was but chuſing him into 
any Office or Imployment, and he lay at their Mercy; 
for he muſt either conſtantiy Conform, contrary to his 
Conſcience, or be perſecuted to the utter Ruin of 
his Family, for acting according to his Conſci- 
r OCH ics, 5 1 * 1 8 
; 4. It would have expoſed the moſt ſober Part 
of the Church of Ezg/and:to the Mercy of Infor- 
mers. For the Bill forbids 4 Exerciſe of Religion 
iu other manner thun according tothe Litu rey and Pra- 
ctiſe of the Church of England, not only i#.publick 
Places, lat in pri vate Families, mhere five dr more 
HFerſous ae aſſemoled together; oben aud beſides thoſe of 
(be ame Hoaſhold. l e 55 fi Sits 1oicdey 
It's well obſerv'd by the Lords, that it is not 
eaſy to tell what the Importance of the word 
-Prattiſe: may be, or how tar it: might have been 
carried, whether Practiſe ſhall govern the Lithy- 
gy, or the Liturgy regulate the Practiſe: If the 
2 ſenſe be admitted, its hard to know: Nhat 
the Practiſe of the! Church is, there being ſuch dif- 
i RIS, ma eee _— LEES Practiſe 
be regulated by the Liturgy; ab:Faviity Praper, i 
— ase Mela! Karon rk. 2 vl 
(|, In:the Copnrry,/ias :thenLows add; few: Perſons 
1of Condition afe ſa retind, as not to lid ve daten 
fe more than their Family within their. Houſes. 
If: theſe joyn in ſuch a Form of |Family-Worſhip 
as is not according to! the Liturgy, they [expoſe 
ithemſebves! and Friends, If in any Office! or 
-Imployment; to the Fenalties of this Act: Nay, 
as | 1 even 


* 


'F 7; 


even the Litnrgy-Prayers, if not exactly according 
to the Rabrick, which few Gentlemen much ſtudy, 
may. come within the Penalty of this Bill, or ar 
leaſt be carried to that by vexations Informers, and 
be ſo given by eaſy Juries, and partial Judges. As 
ſuppoſe the P/a/mzs and Leſſons, for want of time, 
be omitted, or the proper Leſſons for the Day by 
ſome Inadvertency be over-look'd, this may give 
occaſion to a couple of bad Servants to Swear 
againſt their Maſters, That they were in 4 Conven- 
ticle or Meeting for the Exerciſe of Religion in other 
manner than according to the Liturgy and 1 77 
the Church of England. And the Reward of One 
Hundred Pounds, and Five Pounds for every Day 
that the Perſon ſhall continue in his Office after 
he has been at /zch a Conventicle, may prove too 
great a Temptation to vicious and indigent Ser- 
vants. 15 
There are many Epiſcopal Families that uſe not 
the Liturg) in their Families, becauſe it was not 
deſign'd for private Families; nor can it be well 
uſed where there is no Miniſter, to whom ſeveral 
Petitions are appropriated by the Rubrict, which 
carefully diſtinguiſhes between the Prieſts and the 
Peoples part. Nor are the Liturgy-Prayers ſo 
adapted to the Circumſtances of private Families, 
as to thoſe of publick Aſſemblies. For theſe and 
other Reaſons, ſeveral Biſhops and Presbyters of the 
Church of England, have prepared Forms of Prayer ' 
for Family-Worſhip, which are uſed by many Fa- 
milies of the Epiſcopal Communion ; not out of any 
diſlike of the Common-Prayer, but becauſe they 
judge it not fo proper for private Families. AY 
C1483 7: the 


* Tacit. | 


the Penalties of this Bill. 


{ 34 3 
theſe are equally obnoxious with the Diſſenters to 


5. This Bill would have widen'd our Breaches, 


at a very unſeaſonable Juncture. Our Union is 
our Strength againſt the common Enemy, the Pa- 


piſts, and their Frexchify'd Adherents. Diſunion 
firſt weakens, then deſtroys the Political Body. 
The Diviſions of the ancient Britains made %m an 
eaſy Prey to the Romans. Dum ſinguli puguant, 
omnes Vincuntur . Whilſt the ſeveral Factions 
were ſtriving for Dominion among themſelves, 
the Romans enſla ved em all. It was not his Vor- 
man Forces, but the Diviſions of the Engliſh that 
eſtabliſh'd the Conqueror in the Eretifh Ihrone. 
Domeſtick Feuds are more dangerous than Foreign 


Enemies. That Gariſon is like to be ill kept, 


whoſe Defenders are deſtroying one another, when 
they ſhould be unanimoully imploy'd againſt the 
common Enemy. This was the State of infatuated 
Teruſalem, when inveſted by Titus and his Ro- 
man Soldiers. And if we be acted by the ſame Spi- 
rit of Diſunion, it's a ſign the things of our Peace 
are hid from us, and that we are judicially devoted 
to Deſtruction. 

It ſeems therefore extreme Impolitick to lay any 
new Hardſhips on the Difſenters, at a time when 


their Conjunction with the Church is ſo very ne- 


ceſſary to obviate the pernicious and complicated 
Deſigns of France and Rowe, ts: 
They muſt needs weaken the eftabliſh'd Church, 
who in this time of common Danger, go about to 
divide her from other Reform'd Churches, and make 


a few diſputed Modes and Ceremonies a Teſt to diſtin- 


guiſh 


guiſh the Church's Friends by, when the Roma- 
wiſts, who hate the Reformation, love our Cere- 
monies; and the Jacobites, who are the Church's 
known Enemies, have no other way to merit her 
good Opinion, but by appearing vigorouſly zealous 


tor Ritual and Ceremonious Decencies. 1 
The Strength of the Church of Exgland conſiſts 5 
in her Union with che Reform'd Churches abroad, 4 
and with all ſound Proteſtants of what Denomina- 
tion ſoever at home; theſe will be true to her, when 
her Jacobitiſh falſe Brethren torſake her; and by F 
their treacherous Adherence to the Titular Pre- | ö 

tender at St. Germains, endeavour to put her under 

the Protection of tlie French Ring, who deſtroys 

his own Subjects by pretending to ſave em, and 

ſubverts the Liberties of Europe, by profeſſing to 

i proferve eqn. OY, OO IS 
It is therefore the Intereſt of the Church to en- 
courage all Proteſtants that are true: to the Govern- 
ment, tho? they Diſſent in leſſer things from the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, nor. is this inconſiſtent 
f with the Practiſe of wiſe and great Nations, who 
have prefer*d Men of Vertue and Fidelity, tho? 
they were Diſſenters from the Religion of tlie State. 
This obliges me to ſhew in the next place, | 


7 


VII. That Diſſenters from the eſtabliſh'd Religion, have. 
been imploy'd inmoſt Nations and Governments, 


It has been agreeable to the Political Mixims of 
wiſe and great Princes to advance Diſſenters from 
the National Religion. into Places of Truſt: and 
Honour. I will give ſeveral Inſtances of this. 


2 -F 1. Joſeph - 


r 
1 Joſeph. was a 97 8595 from the eſtabliſh'd 
Religion of Egypt, and yet was made by Pharaoh 
the Chief Governour of all Ezppt, The State 
Religion at that time was the, Pagan Idolatrous 


„ 4 2 .* 3/4. F pe — * . Fe £6 1 ? 
| Re gion, from which Joſeph diſſented ; and there- 


: * 
* 4 
* 2 - - 


fore the Egyptians would not eat with him, be- 

2) Gen. 43. Cauſe he was a Hebrew (a), or a Worſhipper of the 

32. true God, who allow'd thoſe Beaſts to be eaten, 

which the Egyptians adored as Sacred and Divine. 

Herodotus oblerves that the Egyprians had ſuch a 

Veneration for Female Cattle, that it was Abomi- 

nation to em to kiſs 4 Greek, who uſed theſe for 

Food, as the Hebrews did, or to make uſe of any 

(b) Herod. 1 their Knives, Spits, or Pots, or to taſt any eatable 
Hiſt. Lib. 2. Fleſh that was cut with a Greek Kyife (b), 

.. Tho? they were Tenacious of their own Rzes 

and Ceremonies, they impoſed em not upon others, 

nor did they make Conformity to 'em a Condition 

of admitting Perſons into Places of Truſt and 

Profit. That Politick Nation, whoſe Wiſdom was 

| ſo famous in ancient times, that Solomon's W. 77 

i) 1 Kings 99,6 fd ee excel che Widow of Egypr o na- 

4+ 30. derſt6gd their; Intereſt better than to exclude Per- 

ſons from publick Places for their being Diſſenters 

from the Religion of the State. 

In the next Place I will take a ſhort View of tlie 

aur great Empires of the World, the Aſſyrian or Ba- 


lonlan, that of the Medes and Perſians, of thi 
Grecians and Romans; in all Which, „ N 
the Publick Religion ha ve been prefer e. 
3 I. ** 7 %. wh GO Babyloniſh 
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Miſbael, and Azariah, diſſente 
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Companions, Hananiah, 
d from the pablick Ce- 

. remonies 


1 


remotes (c), and yet were prefer'd to ſome of the (c) Dan. 1. & 


chief Places of Nebachadaetzar's Court. They 

were cf the King's Council (a). Daxiel was at- (d) Dan. 1. 
terwards made Ruler over the whole Province of '” 
Baby/on , and his Companions were prefer'd 10 

wa e over the Affairs of the Province under 


him (ek | 2 (e) Dan. 2. 


"Tis true, they had powerful Enemies at Court, 48. * 
who got a Law made for _Oniformity of Worſhip, 
by which they hoped to ruin em; but God reſcu- 
ed theſe Conſcientious Diſſenters from the fie ery Fur- 
nace, to the Confuſion of thoſe who plotted their 


Deſtruction Ef). (f) Dan. 3. 


Darius the Meade, a. Pagan Prince, made Daniel 22 18. 26 


his Chief Miniſter of Stade (2): And tho' by ano- g) Dan, 6. 


ther Law tor Mnf orn. ity in Religion, he was caſt i» 2. 
into the Lyon's Den, much againit the King's 
Mind, God miraculouſly deliver'd him thence, 
whereby he was confirm'd in the King's Favour, 
and in his Honouradle Places, 
. Cyrus, who transfer'd the Empire to the Per- 
Gans, tho? a Heathen Prince, imploy'd Daniel in 
the higheſt Truſts, as his Predeceſſors in Bahar (h) Dan. 6. 


had done before him (Y). 28. 
Ihe fame Crus made Shefhbazzar, the Prince of 


Jada, of the Renis Religion, Governour of Ja- . 


dea (). 8. & 5. 14. 
Ezra, who conform'd not to the Kyzzg's Reli- | 
gion, was made Governor of Jadea by Arta- 
xerxes, the Perſian Emperor, and was impower'd 
to ſet Diſeating Magiſtrates and Judges over the 00 Exra, 7 
ews k 2c. 
J W a Diſſenter from the Perf an Religion, - 


was advanced by the ſame Artaxerxes, to be his 
K Cup- 
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(1) Neh. 2. Cup: bearer, and aſterwards to be chief Governour 
L, 8. 71 ed | | 8 © „ 
1 of Judea (1). | 
— Mordecai is another Inſtance of a Diſſenter, pre- 
fer'd in the Perſian Court. Ahaſuerus made him 
Chief Miniſter of State in the room of malicious 
Haman, who had plotted his and his People's 
Ruin. ; 3 | 
233 4. Alexander the Great, who tranſlated the Em- 
pire from the Perſians to the Greeks, was not fo 
bigotted to the Pagan Religion of his Country, as 
to admit none to ſerve under him but ſuch as con- 
formed to his way of Worſhip; for he allow'd the 
ews not only their own Religion and Government, 
oth in Palaſtine, and in their De, Viix en- 
courag'd 'em to liſt themſelves under him in his 
Army, and promis'd 'em the free Exercife of their 
(m) Joſeph. Religion in his Camp, whereupon many fought 
Antiq. XI. under him (n). 
1 He alſo ſettled a Colony of Jems at Alexan- 
dria in Egypt, where they enjoy'd equal Priviledges 
(n) Joſeph. With his Greek Subjects, tho? they were Nonconfor- 
cons. 2” miſts to the Religion of the Greeks (v.) 5 
52 Seleucus Nicanor gave unto the Jews the Im- 
. munities and Privileges of the City of Anti- 
T {7 1 
Ptolomeus Lagi, King of Egypt, imploy'd the 
Jews in his Army for the defence of Egypt, truſt- 
ing to their Fidelity and Courage, as the Hiſtorian 2 
_ expreſſes it. He ſent alſo Colonies of em into 
rene, and other Cities of Lybia, to ſecure thoſe = 
(p) Joſeph. Places to his Government (p). This generous 
contra AP. Prince judged Fidelity and Valour to be the prin- 
ubi ſup. 2 IN . 1 112 | 
cipal Qualifications to commend a Subject to the 
Service of his Sovereign. He advanced Men that 
! 55 | Were 


1 
were uſeful to the State, tho? they diſſented from 
the Religion of the Country. 5 | 
Ptolome) Philometor , and his Queen Cleopatra, 
committed the principal Truſts in the Govern- 
ment unto the Jews, who diſſented from the State- 
Religion, and made Onuias and Doſithers, both Jews, 


Generals of their Forces; and by their Fide- ) rg, 
lity and prudent Conduct, Alexandria was pre- ibiu. 


| ſerved (9). 


5. We will paſs from the Greciaus to the Ro- 


maus, and conſider how that wiſe and great People, 
who for ſo long time gave Laws to Mankind, 
managed their Common-wealth. _ | 

All chat are acquainted with their Hiſtory, will 


acknowledge that they prefer'd Men according to 
their Perſonal Merits, and not as they were ad- 


dicted to this or that Religion, 
I will give ſome Inſtances of this in Rome Pagan 
and Rome Chriſtian. | 

1. The Roman Pagan Emperors employ'd the Jews 
in very great Truſts at Alexandria; namely, the 
Adminiſtration of the Granary, and the Cuſtody 
of the River, as Joſephus notes, who adds this in 
_ Commendation of the od Romans, That they did 
not force their Subjeits to violate the Laws of their 
Country, but left the Jews the full Liberty of their 
Conſcience (r), and confirm'd unto 'em all their 


* 
— 


ancient Privileges, which Seleucus and other Kings A 


Joſeph. 


of Aſia, and the Kings of Egypt, had given em (.) © Joſeph- 


Herod the Great, and his Deſcendants, profeſs'd II. 


the Jewiſh Religion, yet were advanced by the 


Romans to the Regal and . Tetrachical Bigni- 


ties. 


= 


The. 


Jud. 
* 


2 


The Centurion, mention'd by St. Lake, tho? af 


(t) Luke 7. 2 a hes 
. Roman, had a Captain's Commiſſion (). 


Cornelius the Centurion was a Worſhipper of the 
true God, and by Conſequence a Diſſenter from tlie 
Roman Rites; but this Was no Bar to his being in 
(u) Acts 10. Military Power (2). 


ne; St. Paul mentions ſome of Nero's Court that pro- 
(w) Phil. 4. feſs'd the Chriſtian Faith (w). 7 of 
= The Story of the Chriſtian Legion in M. Aurelius 


Antoninus, the Pagan Emperor's Army, is well 

(x) Euſcb. known (x). #4 5 _ 

Hitt. V. 3. Tertullian appeals to the Emperor's Letter to 
the Senate concerning the miraculous Rain which 
Y Tert. ad he obtain'd by the Prayers of the Chriſtians ()) 
— A Copy of tlie Letter is to be ſcen in Justin Mar- 
Gent. cap. 5. Hr's ſecond Apolozy tor the Chriſtians; by which it 
appears, that there was a viſt Multitnde of Chri- 
ians in the Emperor's Army; and that he ob- 
tained both Rain and Victory in his German Expe- 
dition by their Prayers; that they proſtrated 
themſelves on the Ground, aud prayed unto 4 God 
whom he kzew not ; and immediately there fell on 
the Roman Camp a moſt cooling and retreſhing 
Rain; and on their Enemies, who were Niue hun- 

thi and ſeventy ſeven thouſand, there tell Fire and 
. 5 
From this Epiſtle of the Emperor, We may note, 
I. That the Chriſtians were very numerous in the 
 (O"Euew Roman Pagan Armies (z). I found, faith the Em- 
_—_ © peror,. 4 great Maltitude of em, * 

* 2. That the Chriſtians pray'd unto Jeſus Chriſt 
4s God. This is the God whom the Emperor knew 
zot ; and as the Apoſtle obſerves, Whom none of the 
: > Prances 


4 


the Jewiſh Religion, that is, a Diſſenter from the 


1 

Princes of this W orld knew (a). The Emperor was (a) ng 
no Stranger to a ſupreme Being, whom all the fk. 
gans acknowledged; but he knew not the God to 
whom the Chriſtians pray'd (b), who was Jeſus Ry 
Chriſt, whom the Athenians deſpiſed as a New or 2 whos A 
Strange God, when St. Paul preach'd Chriſt to #y# yr. 
them. Pliny alſo aſſures us, that. the Primitive 
_ Chriſtians ſang Praiſes to Christ as God (c). I note (c) Carmen 
this againſt the Socinians, that the Primitive Chri- Chriſto, 
ſtians believed Jeſus Chriſt to be God, and adored oy — 
lim as ſuch. 3 invicem. 

| Epiſt. X. 97. 

. That this Prayer of the Chriſtians was not 

by Aa | ſet Form, but conceiv'd on this preſent and ex- 
cadrdinary Occaſion, by the aſſiſtance of the Spi- 
rit of God, who dwelt within em. The Empe- 
ror takes notice of this, and ſays, It's reaſonable to 
think that thoſe, whom we ſuppoſed to be Atheiſts, haue 
(4) God of his own accord dwelling and immured (d) S E. 
in their Conſcience, for throwing themſelves on the a bi 
Earth, they pra) d not only for me, but for the whole 3 0 | 
Army that mas preſent , that they might be e to rerexio li- 
us in the preſent Droaght and Famine. aft. Me: 
The Pagan Emperor could not but conclude that Apol. 2. 
there mult be ſomething; Divine within em, that 
enabled em to pray from their Conſcience, or, as Ter- 
tullian ſpeaks, withour a Monitor , Hecanlſe/ from 


the Heart Ge); 715 1 
Theſe Chriſtian Diſſent enters prov'd: a great. Bleſſing ore 1 
to the Romas Army... o digi l Idas peftors 


They were as . in * 5 as in — 4 Apol. adv. 
Camp, before the bloody Perſecution under Diocle- Gent. cap. 
fan and Maimini an, ho as they were conſulting;3% — 


how to 3 land a, reſolv'd, That none of that Re- 
L | ligion 


p 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ligian fhow'd: be 2 ta cone gas in the Court or 


— de : in the Army. 6 
Mort. Perſ. | Conſtantine C Ghana, who crofels'd the pag an Re- 


ca p · 1 Os 


ligion , had many Chriſtian Noncon 2 in his 
Court, concerning whom we have this remarkable 
Story. The Emperor being willing to make trial 
of their Sincerity, call'd em before him, and told 
+++. erm, That if they would ſacrifice to the Gods, and 

.. . warſhip a be did, they might abide in his Service, 

©, and enjoy the ſame Dignities they were nom poſſeſs'd of, 


- - 


| ele. (( but if they refus'd, 3 muſt depart the Court. 


asjas wwer And when they were divided into two parts, ſome 


Flag. 


 Sozom. Hiſt. being ready to renounce their Religion, others 


Ecclel. 1:5. preferring Divine Things before this preſent 
World, he determin'd to uſe: them es his Friend, and 
C ae ere far the future mho coutinued faithful to God, 
aud diſcarued the reſt as Cowards and Impoſtors; con- 
cluding, that thoſe mau d never ber true to their. Prince, 
(by. Sozom. Te ey noon i090; wo wn o bo 1% : 
As the Pagan Roman Emperors midi d Chris 
Ds Menne, ſo did the Chriſtie Emperors Weber 
. to Publick Offices. 
Several Examples of this kind may be found in 
the Hiſtory of Conſtant ine the firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
rore But becauſe ſome may object that the feneſs 
of Chriſtians in that HY na made it neceſſary to 
imploy Pagans, I will only: produce ſame Inſtances. 
f Pagan Diſſenters that were advanced in fuck: 
= _  Reigus-wherejn Chriftianity was become) the-eſta- 
= - "liſh Religion of the Empire, and the Chriſbians 
Fleet . Great advanced ſoxerak: Put 0 . 
5 chief ee e 5 nenden 12 78525 
1 *. * Dn 
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43 
Son, who were fond of the Pagan Devotions, 
were promoted to the Proconſul ar and Conſular Dig- 
nities, under the Valentinians and under Theodoſius. (i) 
Pradentius takes notice that the Chief Honours were eva 25 
given to Pagans by that great and good Chriſtian Pagan. 


Pri ince, 


—acricolis ſummos impertit honores, 
Duæ bonus. UL.ib. r. cont. Symmach. 


M. Eibazins, the Sophiſt and Orator of Antioch, 
a notorious Pagan, was honour'd by Theodoſius 
with the Prafectura Pretoriana, or chief Command 
in the Emperor's Life-guard, which he hamfelf calls () 7. > oye 
the hig hell Dignit). ö 03+ Tis Ti 
Tuhemiſtius, * Philoſopher, was confirm'd in the #*: 
Præfecture, or Government of the City under Theo- 
— 45 on appears by his ſixth eee towards the 


6 his with Philoſopher was in great Repute with 
Valens tlie Arian Emperor, and by a Speech of his 
to the Emperor he ſomething allay*d the Severity 
of the Perſecution, which the Arian Biſhops had 
_ rais'd againft the Orthodox. 

In this Speech he tells the Emperor, He muſt not 
wonder at the great diverſity of Opinions among the 
Cray becauſe their Differences are incunſidorable 
| ed with the vu varie of Opinions among 
— Greeks on Pagans;” for there are' no leſs: than three- 


Hundred different Opinions among em. n e 
variety. of Opinions: there will nec arily follow great 
| yo. cnn; a Bur God is appar this vuriety, that 


of ob every 
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44. ] 

every one may the more awfully adore his Majeſty,” by 
92 nuns brat . heres it is to —— him. ([), x 05 - 
u IV. 3. His Speech to Valens is made publick by Dadi- 
tius, and fince by Petavius. I will tranſcribe the 
Paſſage at large to which Socrates refers. 
Arts, faith he, which are ſo profitable and delipht- 
ful to humane Life, had never arriv'a to ſo great per- 
eftion, had it not been for the different Sentiments and 
Contentions of Artificers among themſelves, Yea, has 
not Philoſophy it ſelf, the Mother of all laudable Arts, 
which had ver) ſmall beginnings, been improv'd by the 
| Diſſenſions of the Learned, that nothing ſeems wanting 
to the perfection of it. Therefore, adds he, ſince he is 
infinitely exalted above our knowleage, and does not ac- 
commoaate himſelf to the meaſure of our Underſtanding, 
it i a ſtrong Argument that he does not require of all 
(n) Non an exatt Uniformity in Religion (m); but leaves every 
poſtulare Man at liberty to form ſuch Ideas of him as his own rea- 
3 ab om- ſon 7 wogeſts, 4 not to be determin d by | the | imperious 
| — Jes Dittates of others. This will beget in the Minds. of 
Religionis. Men 4 greater admiration of the Divine Being, and a 
Orat. The. ore Religions Veneration of his Eternal Majeſty. 


miſt. ad | 
Valent. verſ. Thus far he. 75 


— ̃ↄ T een 967-10 
This Themiſtius was a Heathen, as appears by tlie 
ſtrain of His Orations, which are Pagan in their 
whole: Contexture; and tho? he cites that ſaying 
of Solomon, The heart of a King is in the hand of God, 
he does not acknowledge the Divine Authority of 
the Seriptures, but refers to em as certain ſtrange 
and AHrian Books, as he calls en. 
Q. Fl. Memmius Symmachus, the Son, a Pagan, 
was Proconſul of Africa under Honorius, a Chriſtian 

urn „ e | Emperor, 


Emperor, and afterwards Conſul with Vidtor. Ore- 
ſtes, a Pagan, was Governor of Alexazdria under 


Honor tus and Theodosius the Younger (u). (43-4535 (n) Socrat. 


Ami aus Marcellinus, ha profeſsd the Pagan Hiſt. Eccl. 
II. 13. 


Superſtitions, was a military Officer under Gratian, 
and Valentinian, who were both of em vigorous 


v 
Aſſerters of the Chriſtian Religion (0). Ga. = Ws 


Tribonianus, the famous Civilian, a Heathen, 
was Magiſter Officiorum, and Queſtor, or Lord Chief 


Jaſtice under Jaſtinian, and prelided in collecting (p) Vid. = 
the Code, Pandects, and Inſtitutions of the Civil 158 3 


Law (2). Saidas faith of him, he was a meer firm. Inſtitut. 


| Stranger to the Chriſtian Faith (g). C. Suid in 


Optatus, a Profeſſor of the Gentil Religion, was 20 


Prefect, or chief Governor of Conſtantinople, under 
Arcadius the Emperor (7). 

Johannes \Laurentias Was preferd to ſeveral Of- VI. 18. 
fices under Anaſt af as, Juſtin, and Tuſtinian, 
Emperors... He profeſſed Heatheniſm, and tho? 
ſometime he ſpeak like a Chriſtian, it may be well 
doubted whether he be in earneſt, AS Photias 9 
ſerves concerning him (0. 0 aa 0. 0 Phot. 


(r) Socrat. 
Hiſt. Eccl. 


Many more — of this kind might be pr dn 


5 duced, but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, ae Geese Srxxx. 
| rh ef 


Princes, both Pagan and Chriſtian, have advance 
Perſons of known Abilities and Fidelity into pub-- 
lick Offices, tho? they diſſented from the Religion 
of the State. And this has been done not in ob- 
ſcure Kingdoms, but in the moſt renowned Em- 
pires ofthe World, the Babylonian, Perſſau, Gresj 
and Roman, and by Princes of eminent Reput; 
for Wiſdom and prudent Conduct. 
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6. In the Jewiſh Nation, tho? there were far 

SEL (2) grearer Differences between the Phariſees and Sad- 
Auces than between the Proteſtant Diſſenters and the 
Epiſcopal Church; yet both were concern'd in 

the Publick Adminiſtration. The Sanhedrin, or 


(t) Alts 23. the Council were Sadduces, the other Phariſees (t). 
55 15 a . 5 


(u) Abts 23. the Phariſees aſſerted all theſe (u). Joſephus ſaith, 


223-1, However, they were divided in their Senti- 
ments of Religion, they underſtood their Poli. 


F 3 ä Wl 
isa Iutereſt better than to make a Civil Teft of 
their Religious Difference. 


nh. In the very Popiſb C ountries, where b Bigot- 
try generally prevails, Proteſtants have not been 
excluded all Places of Honour and. Truſt. 


In 


n 
2A 
77 
50 
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* 
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In Germany, by the Conſtitution of the Em- 


pire, the Proteſtant Princes have equal Privile- 
ges with thoſe of the Roman Communion. The 
Dakes of Saxony, who were Proteſtants till of 


late, are Grand Marſhals of the Empire. The 
Dake of Brandenburg, now King of Praſſia, a 


Proteſtant, is Grand Chamberlain. The Electors 


Palatine, who were Proteſtants, are Grand Trea- 


ſurers. The Dake of Hanover, a Proteſtant, 
Grand Standard-Bearer, They are alſo Electoral 


Princes, and have Voices in the Election of the 


King of the Romans, and of the Emperor. 


Even in France, Proteſtants have been Mar- 
ſhals of France, ſuch were Turenne, Schomberg, 
&c. Tis true, at preſent conſtant Conformity to 


the State-Religion, is a neceſſary Qualification to 


all Offices in that Kingdom, and has been urged 


on/ the Proteſtant Diſſenters there with an unpa- 
rallePd . Cruelty. But Time may diſcover this 


Method to be as an-Politick as it is un-Chriſtian. 
Thus J have made it appear, that the imploy- 


ing Diſſenters from the eſtabliſh'd Religion is no 
new. thing in the World; and that the imploy- 
ing of Proteſtant Diſſenters is the Intereſt of the 
Church of Ezgl/azd, and greatly tends to the 


ſtrengthening of it. 


*Tis the Proteſtants, as ſuch, that the Papiſts 


would deſtroy, and not this or that Party only; 
and therefore it is the Intereſt of all Parties that 


profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, to unite: for their 
Common Defence. 1 = 


Fhe Pope is fo Politick as to tolerate great Va- 
riety of Religious Orders, and to allow em their 


aif-- 


— 


. Z 


p * . 


[4] 
different Rules and Methods of Diſcipline, pro- 5 
vided they acknowledge him tor their Head. 
By this ſubtle Method all the Members of his ex- 
tenſive Empire are anuited in one Common Head, 
however divided among themſelves. This Poli- 
tical Body is form'd of very different and jarring 
Elements, but by the powerful Influence of this 
- diffuſive Soul, tis ſo temper'd and actuated as 
to become uſeful to the Imperial Pontiſ, and for- 
midable to. the Proteſtants. This malignant 
Head of the Popiſh Church, obliges all Princes, . 
_ Magiſtrates, and Officers, whatſoever, To tate 
| | 4 ſolemn Oath to uſe their utmoſt Power to extermi- 
(a) Conc. nate all Hereticks (a). And ſuch are Proteſtants of 
on Can. all Denominations in the Opinion of the Roman 
w ny. CF 
Iis to be lamented that Proteſtants ſhould 3 
be leſs united for their neceſſary Preſervation, 1 
| than their /vorn Enemies are for their Deſtru- . 
| bo ot ere nt 
A in Matters of Religion; nor did the Apoſtles 
| . make a Raule of Uniformity in leſſer Things, as 
| 


* 


we obſerv'd above; but it is poſſible for all Pro- 
tei ants to unite under her Majeſty, as ſupreme 
Head and Governeſs of theſe Proteſtant Nations; . | 


The ont to the Service of all. 
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e 
Men to ſerve the Government than the Eſſen 
tial. E 
Is there more ner in a -hauins Ceremony; 
to make Men Loya! and Uſe ful to their Country, — 
than in the Eſſential Doctrines, which are confef- 
ſedly Divine; Why may not a Man be as good 
a Subject that ſcruples a ſignificant Ceremony, as he 
that uſes it? Or one that worſhips God without 4 
Form, be as faithful to his Queen, as another that 
VvVvorſhips by 4 Form? Why may not one that con- 
ſlcientiouſſy 'takes the Lord's Supper in à Table-Ge- 
ſture, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles did, be as ſer- 
viceable to his Country, as another that takes it 
Kyeeling, a Geſture not uſed in the Chriſtian 
Church for about e _ or niue hundred Years after 
the Birth of Chriſt? In a word, why may not a 
Man that practiſes Apoſtolical Chriſtianity, accord- 
ing to the Goſpel, be «s fir to ſerve his Queen and 
Country, as one that receives alſo the Traditional 
and Prudential Additions? | 
I will conclude with Socrates, his Obſervation 
concerning Theodor the Emperor, who was ſo pi- 
ouſly devoted to the Chriſtian Religion, that he not only 
highly honoured the Prieſts of his own Faith, but ad- 1 
mitted alſo to his Favour the Novatians, (a) who be- (a) agli, 
lieved Jeſus Chriſt to be of the ſame Subſtance with tosed ix. 
3 the Father. For he pardow'd Symmachus his Treaſon wel DOE od 
i: ar the Interceſſions OY Biſhop of the N ovatian RN 
(L Charch at Rome * -_  * Hift, Eccl. 


The Novatians fly 1b bs pra ated FIR the V- 14 
ſe they took part 


| } Catholick Chufch, Nu 
with the Orthodox againſt the 2 who de- 

nied Chriſt to be of the ſame 1 with the Fa- 

| | ther, N 4 | 


500 


ther, this wiſe: and pious Emperor took em into 
his Fa vour. Ihe Proteſtant Diſſenters, tho? they 
feparate from the Church, on the account of ſome 
leſſer Things that are made Conditions of Commu- 
nion with her, do agree with her in the Fundamental 


Dodtrizes of the Reformation, and in a vigorous 
Oppoſition to Popery, which threatens the Exter- 
mination of all the Reformed Churches. Our pre- 
ſent Safety is, by the Providence of God, owing 
to the Civ Differevces of the Popifh Princes. If 

theſe happen to be amicably compoſed, I wiſh we 
may 0 feel the fatal Conſequences of their Union, 

= our own Diviſions. . _ HEG -# | 72 
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